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1 And the people of Israel, the
whole congregation, came into
the wilderness of Zin in the first
month, and the people stayed in
Kadesh. And Miriam died there
and was buried there.

2 Now there was no water for
the congregation. And they
assembled themselves together
against Moses and against Aaron.
3 And the people quarreled with
Moses and said, "Would that we
had perished when our brothers
perished before the LORD!

4 Why have you brought the
assembly of the LORD into this
wilderness, that we should die
here, both we and our cattle?

5 And why have you made us come
up out of Egypt to bring us to this
evil place? Itis no place for grain or
figs orvines or pomegranates, and
thereis nowatertodrink.”

6 Then Moses and Aaron went
from the presence of the assembly
to the entrance of the tent of
meeting and fell on their faces. And
the glory of the LORD appeared to
them,

7 and the LORD spoke to Moses,

saying,
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8 "Take the staff, and assemble
the congregation, you and Aaron
your brother, and tell the rock
before their eyes to yield its water.
So you shall bring water out of the
rock for them and give drink to the
congregation and their cattle.”

9 And Moses took the staff
from before the LORD, as he
commanded him.

10 Then Moses and Aaron
gathered the assembly together
before the rock, and he said to
them, "Hear now, you rebels: shall
we bring water for you out of this
rock?"

11 And Moses lifted up his hand
and struck the rock with his
staff twice, and water came out
abundantly, and the congregation
drank, and their livestock.

12 And the LORD said to Moses
and Aaron, "Because you did
not believe in me, to uphold me
as holy in the eyes of the people
of Israel, therefore you shall not
bring this assembly into the land
that| have giventhem.”

13 These are the waters of
Meribah, where the people of
Israel quarreled with the LORD,
and through them he showed
himself holy.
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“Moses’ unbelief was compounded by his anger, expressed in his remarks to the people (10), ‘he spoke
words that were rash’ (Ps. 106:33), and by his striking the rock twice (11).”_Gordon J. Wenham, Numbers
Tyndale Commentary, 94.
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1 Then drew near the daughters
of Zelophehad the son of Hepher,
son of Gilead, son of Machir, son
of Manasseh, from the clans of
Manasseh the son of Joseph.
The names of his daughters
were: Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah,
Milcah, and Tirzah.

2 And they stood before Moses
and before Eleazar the priest
and before the chiefs and all the
congregation, at the entrance of
the tent of meeting, saying,

3 "Ourfather died in the wilderness.
He was not among the company
of those who gathered themselves
together against the LORD in the
company of Korah, but died for his
ownsin.And he had no sons.

4 Why should the name of our
father be taken away from his
clan because he had no son?
Give to us a possession among
our father’s brothers.”

5 Moses brought their case
before the LORD.

6 And the LORD said to Moses,
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7 "The daughters of Zelophehad
are right. You shall give them
possession of an inheritance
among their father's brothers
and transfer the inheritance of
their father to them.

8 And you shall speak to the
people of Israel, saying, ‘If a man
dies and has no son, then you
shall transfer his inheritance to
his daughter.

9 And if he has no daughter, then
you shall give his inheritance to
his brothers.

10 And if he has no brothers, then
you shall give his inheritance to
his father's brothers.

11 And if his father has no
brothers, then you shall give
his inheritance to the nearest
kinsman of his clan, and he shall
possess it. And it shall be for the
people of Israel a statute and
rule, as the LORD commanded
Moses.™
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“The concern shared by Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah was that their family would be passed
over in the apportionment and that name be forgotten in posterity. The second census had been outlined
in terms of patriarchal clans, without reference to the status of women within the system.”_R. Dennis
Cole, Numbers, NAC, 405.
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potential disappearance of one’s family name was a matter of grave concern, often associated with divine
judgment and eventuating in societal abandonment._Dennis Cole, Numbers, NAC, 405.
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LIC}. “Moses does not reply immediately because of a lack of legal precedent related to the women’s
petition. As a quality spiritual leader he seeks the Lord for an answer to the matter of women and land
inheritance.”_R. Dennis Cole, Numbers, NAC, 405.
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7 20| BE ARRIS ZFGIA 047 [ALICE “Theologically the section presses the rights of women to a
clear and recognized legal position within the sphere of property law. They are seen as a proper channel
through which the threads of possession and inheritance may properly be traced.” Thus the children
of Zelophehad's daughters, as well as future generations of women, could receive landed property via
familial inheritance, whether male or female.”_R. Dennis Cole, Numbers, NAC, 406.
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