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14 Remind them of these
things, and charge them before
God not to quarrel about words,
which does no good, but only
ruins the hearers.

15 Do your best to present
yourself to God as one approved,
aworker who has no need to be
ashamed, rightly handling the
word of truth.

16 But avoid irreverent babble,
for it will lead people into more
and more ungodliness,

17 and their talk will spread like
gangrene. Among them are
Hymenaeus and Philetus,

18 who have swerved from the
truth, saying that the resurrection
has already happened. They are
upsetting the faith of some.

19 But God's firm foundation
stands, bearing this seal: “The
Lord knows those who are his,"
and, "Let everyone who names
the name of the Lord depart
from iniquity.”

20 Now in a great house there
are not only vessels of gold and
silver but also of wood and clay,
some for honorable use, some
for dishonorable.
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21Therefore, if anyone cleanses
himself fromn what is dishonorable,
he will be a vessel for honorable
use, set apart as holy, useful to
the master of the house, ready for
everygood work.

22 So flee youthful passions and
pursue righteousness, faith, love,
and peace, along with those who
callonthe Lord froma pure heart.
23 Have nothing to do with foolish,
ignorant controversies; you know
that they breed quarrels.

24 And the Lord's servant must
not be quarrelsome but kind to
everyone, able to teach, patiently
enduring evil,

25 correcting his opponents with
gentleness. God may perhaps
grant them repentance leading
toaknowledge of the truth,

26 and they may escape from
the snare of the devil, after being
captured by himto do his will.
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“Paul outlined two results of such verbal quibbles. First, it accomplishes no good purpose (‘is useless,”
NASB; “is of no value,” NIV). Second, it works to the ruin of those who participate in it [“brings destruction
on those who hear it,” Williams). The word for “ruins” (katastroph€) describes the tearing down of
believers.” Thomas Lea, 1, 2 Timothy in NAC, 166.
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“The term “workman” is frequently used in reference to an agricultural laborer (e.g., Jas 5:4), but here
Paul used the term to describe a laborer for God. Paul was urging his Christian friend to work with such
diligence that he would have no fear of shame for poor quality work.”_Lea, 1, 2 Timothy in NAC, 166.
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“The use of the present imperative for “avoid” suggests that Timothy had to remain continually alert to the
threat of heresy.” Lea, 1,2 Timothy in NAC, 167.
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“Paul compared the spread of the heresy to the spread of gangrene through the body. The term for
gangrene, used only here in the New Testament, describes the death of bodily tissues due to the loss of
blood supply.”_Lea, 1,2 Timothy in NAC, 167.
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“Asealis a sign or a stamp of approval that shows genuineness or attests ownership. Paul pictured God's
people as stamped with two seals.” _ Lea, 1, 2 Timothy in NAC, 167.
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“In using the expression “articles ... of wood and clay,” he spoke of unworthy Christians, who were to be
avoided. Paul was suggesting that the church contained both faithful and unfaithful believers.”_Lea, 1, 2
Timothyin NAC, 169.
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“His emphasis on what Timothy should avoid in 2:14, 16 related more to the content of the false teaching
than to the person of the false teacher. Later in this chapter Paul would appeal for Timothy to instruct
false teachers so that they could repent of heretical views (2:24-26)."_Lea, 1, 2 Timothy in NAC, 169.
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“Young men can be characterized by partiality, intolerance, half heartedness, and unwarranted self-
assertion. These were the qualities Timothy was to avoid.”_Lea, 1,2 Timothy in NAC, 169.
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“Paul was not prohibiting intelligent, probing theological discussion but useless wrangling over recondite
questions that divide and confuse. We must cultivate a judgment that can distinguish between these
options.”_Lea, 1,2 Timothy in NAC, 170.
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“The call for gentleness demands a tolerance in spirit without a weakening of evangelical orthodoxy.”
Lea, 1, 2 Timothy in NAC, 171.
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“Paul wanted the false teachers to experience repentance so that they would acknowledge the truth.
To acknowledge the truth involved understanding the gospel so that they might experience a genuine
commitment to Christ.”_Lea, 1,2 Timothy in NAC, 171.
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