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that is in the heavens and in the
earth is yours. Yours is the
kingdom, O LORD, and you are
exalted as head above all.

12 Both riches and honor come
from you, and you rule over all. In
your hand are power and might,
and in your hand it is to make
great and to give strength to all.
13 And now we thank you, our
God, and praise your glorious
name.

14 "But who am |, and what is
my people, that we should be
able thus to offer willingly? For all
things come from you, and of
your own have we given you.

15 For we are strangers before
you and sojourners, as all our
fathers were. Our days on the
earth are like a shadow, and there
is no abiding.

16 O LORD our God, all this
abundance that we have provided
for building you a house for your
holy name comes from your hand

and is all your own.
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17 | know, my God, that you test
the heart and have pleasure in
uprightness. In the uprightness of
my heart | have freely offered all
these things, and now | have seen
your people, who are present
here, offering freely and joyously
to you.

18 O LORD, the God of Abraham,
Isaac, and Israel, our fathers, keep
forever such purposes and
thoughts in the hearts of your
people, and direct their hearts
toward you.

19 Grant to Solomon my son a
whole heart that he may keep
your commandments, your
testimonies, and your statutes,
performing all, and that he may
build the palace for which | have

made provision.”
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with my spice, | ate my
honeycomb with my honey,

I drank my wine with my milk.
Eat, friends, drink, and be drunk
with love! The Bride Searches for
Her Beloved

2 | slept, but my heart was awake.
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A sound! My beloved is knocking.
“"Open to me, my sister, my love,
my dove, my perfect one, for my
head is wet with dew, my locks
with the drops of the night”

3 | had put off my garment; how
could | put it on? | had bathed my
feet; how could | soil them?

4 My beloved put his hand to the
latch, and my heart was thrilled
within me.

5 | arose to open to my beloved,
and my hands dripped with myrrh,
my fingers with liquid myrrh, on
the handles of the bolt.

6 | opened to my beloved, but my
beloved had turned and gone. My
soul failed me when he spoke. |
sought him, but found him not; |
called him, but he gave no answer.
7 The watchmen found me as
they went about in the city; they
beat me, they bruised me, they
took away my veil, those
watchmen of the walls.

8 | adjure you, O daughters of

Jerusalem, if you find my beloved,
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that you tell him | am sick with
love.

9 What is your beloved more
than another beloved, O most
beautiful among women? What is
your beloved more than another
beloved, that you thus adjure us?
10 My beloved is radiant and
ruddy, distinguished among ten
thousand.

11 His head is the finest gold; his
locks are wavy, black as a raven.
12 His eyes are like doves beside
streams of water, bathed in milk,
sitting beside a full pool.

13 His cheeks are like beds of
spices, mounds of sweet-smelling
herbs. His lips are lilies, dripping
liquid myrrh.

14 His arms are rods of gold, set
with jewels. His body is polished
ivory, bedecked with sapphires.
15 His legs are alabaster columns,
set on bases of gold. His
appearance is like Lebanon, choice
as the cedars.

16 His mouth is most sweet, and
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he is altogether desirable. This is
my beloved and this is my friend,

O daughters of Jerusalem.
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